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already in touch with hhn negotiating; in a cabinet reshuffle he
hoped to take the place that Strasser might have filled. For most
practical purposes he had his majority, but on a direct vote of
confidence the parties would no doubt troop as obediently out
against him as they had against Papen. It is characteristic of him
that he alone conceived the idea of building up a majority not
round a party or coalition but round a definite programme. It
was not a bad programme for Schleicher had an open mind and
clever friends; it was stated not to parliament first but to the
nation by wireless. Very largely it was a modification of Bruening's
and what appealed to everyone was the decision in it to impose
no new taxes while the decision to maintain existing allowances
and subsidies certainly appealed to a majority. lie was going to
make a determined effort, he said, to create employment and he
was going to stand no nonsense from the bankers. He would see
that for that purpose communes and municipalities got aid for
approved schemes. He proposed to acquire 800,000 acres in the
eastern provinces for land settlement purposes. Measures would
be taken to protect the farmer without causing hardship to the
consumer. Further cuts in wages were stated to be undesirable;
winter aid was promised to the unemployed and to the working
class generally by compulsory price-fixing, and if need be price-
cutting, of essential foodstuffs. Certain of the less popular decrees
already put into operation would be withdrawn.
There was something about the programme and the manner
in which the general delivered it that did inspire a certain con-
fidence. It was certainly very much a pill to cure an earthquake
if Hitler was right and the situation in Germany was "catas-
trophic," but it was sensible, free from mysticism and not frankly
a class programme. It did not arouse enthusiasm—the nation's
capacity for enthusiasm was now strictly limited—but it was
interesting. It is curious to contrast the hostility of the party
press from that of the National Socialists to that of the Com-
munists with the attitude of the ordinary citizen. While they
fulminated against a general and a uniform and promised the
fiercest opposition, the mere thought of a uniform gave the
average decent citizen a sense of security against the reign of

